
What Is a Reference?

Editorial

A list of references is a standard part of any scholarly paper,
no matter what the field. In some disciplines, it is traditional
to have extensive footnotes as well as specific references and
a bibliography. In your journal, Optical Engineering, we
expect the traditional form ofreferences typical of scientific
and engineering refereed journals.

The issue of what to reference is not quite so simple as it
might seem. It is driven in part by tradition and protocol. In
some fields it is viewed as important to list all sources in the
literature that the author has consulted in the course of the
work being reported. In these fields, a significant fraction of
the text is taken up with citations, footnotes, references, and
bibliographic entries. This particular practice seems to be
the norm in the humanities.

In the scientific and engineering disciplines, references
serve two purposes. The first purpose is to recognize the
important ideas in the literature that relate to the current
work being reported—to give credit where credit is due and
to recognize the workers in the field for their contributions.
It is very important to expose your ideas and the results of
your work to others and place the work in its proper context.
That should be why we publish. This then, in turn, helps
move the field along in a spirit of co-operative inquiry.

The second purpose is to aid the reader of the paper in
understanding your work and put it in its proper context. It
is the author' s responsibility to state clearly what is new in
the work being reported and how itrelates to and differs from
other published work in the field. A good question for an
author to ask is what other papers in the field would you like
the reader to know about and read in order to understand and
appreciate your contributions.

There are several forms of references that cause a signifi-
cant rise in blood pressure in most editors—and I am no
exception! There are two obvious extremes that illustrate
the problems. The first is a reference list that has entries
only of other papers by the authors and their colleagues. It
is very rare that a piece of work has no forerunners or
influence from other workers' results. The other extreme is
the overzealous and indiscriminate use of references that

include everything that could possibly have some rel-
evance. We have all seen and been frustrated by items such
as "related work on the technique has been carried out by
numerous researchers.l-lOl" These authors may believe
that they have given everyone their due, but the readers are
left in an impossible situation of not knowing what to read
to enhance their understanding of the author' s work.

A final requirement for a reference is that it should be
available to the reader. Thus, references should be to the
open literature and not be closed as classified literature.
Keeping the reader in mind, it is incumbent upon the author
to provide accurate references with sufficient information so
thatthe reader willbe able to find the referredpaper. I cannot
stress the importance of the author' s responsibility enough,
since it is very difficult for editors and copy editors to detect
errors. I urge all authors to check their references in the
original to make sure that they are correct and complete in all
theirdetails: a completelistofall authors in the correct order;
the current title ofthe paper; the correctjournal; the correct
volume and issue number; the first and last page numbers;
and the year of publication.

Authors who follow the advice offered here will at least
keep the editor and the readers reasonably happy!

Editor's Anecdote
I mentioned last month that I get addressed in a variety of
ways. Here is another actual example:

Dear Mr. Thompson (Dr. Thompson?, Brian?, Grand
Poo-bah...?):
Enclosed please find our manuscript for review
for Optical Engineering. Photographs of the authors will be
provided upon acceptance.
Sincerely,

,PhD
(Bob?... Humble Supplicant' )
Associate Professor of

Brian J. Thompson
Editor

OPTICAL ENGINEERING/July 1995/Vol. 34 No.7/1861
Downloaded from SPIE Digital Library on 22 Oct 2010 to 66.165.46.178. Terms of Use:  http://spiedl.org/terms



Optical Engineering Editorial Schedule

August 1995

Photorefractive Nonlinear Optics
Partha P. Banerjee
University of Alabama in Huntsville
Department of Electrical and Computer

Engineering
Huntsville, AL 35899
205/895-6215 ext. 416 • 205/895-6880 FAX

Optics in Switzerland, Part 2: Universities
and Research Institutes
P. K. Rastogi
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology-Lausanne
Laboratory of Stress Analysis
CH-1015 Lausanne
Switzerland
E-mail: rastogi@elgc.epfl.ch
(021) 693 2445 • (021)693 47 48FAX

September1995

Optical Science and Engineering in Finland

Seppo Honkanen
Nokia Research Center
P.O. Box 45
FIN-0021 1 Helsinki
Finland
+358 0437 6471 • ÷358 0455 2557 FAX

Optics in Switzerland, Part 3: Industries
and Observatories
P. K. Rastogi
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology-Lausanne
Laboratory of Stress Analysis
CH-1015 Lausanne
Switzerland
E-mail: rastogi@elgc.epfl.ch
(021) 693 2445 '(021) 693 47 48 FAX

November 1995

Optical Remote Sensing and Image
Processing
Mohammad A. Karim
Bradley D. Duncan
University of Dayton
Center for Electro-Optics
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-0227
513/229-2241 • 513/229-3177
513/229-2471 FAX

December 1995

Optics in Polymer Science and Technology
Maksymilian Pluta
Institute of Applied Optics
Kamionkowska 18
03-805 Warsaw, Poland
(4822) 184405 '(4822)133265 FAX

Andrzej Wasiak
Institute of Fundamental Technological

Research
Polish Academy of Sciences
Savietokrzyska 21
00-012 Warsaw, Poland
(4822) 269815 FAX

January 1996

Optical Science and Engineering
in Argentina
Guillermo H. Kaufmann
Universidad Nacional de Rosario
Instituto de Fisica Rosario
Applied Optics Group
By. 27 de Febrero 210 bis
2000 Rosario
Argentina
E-mail: guille@ifir.edu.ar
or gkaufman@arosario.bitnet
5441 825838 • 5441 257164 FAX

VisualCommunications
and Image Processing
Cheng-Tie Chen
Bellcore, NVC 3X-321
331 Newman Springs Road
Red Bank, NJ 07701
908/758-3106 • 908/758-4371 FAX
E-mail: ctc@nyquist.bellcore.com

Kou-Hu Tzou
COMSAT Laboratories
22300 Comsat Drive
Clarksburg, MD 20871
301/428-4663 • 301/428-9287 FAX
E-mail: kouhu@ctd.comsat.com

Ya-Qin Zhang
David Sarnoff Research Center
201 Washington Road
Princeton, NJ 08543-5300
609/734-2095 • 609/734-2049 FAX
E-mail: zhang@earth.sarnoff.com

February 1996

Optical Engineering
in Small Companies

Xiangyang Yang
University of New Orleans
Department of Electrical Engineering
New Orleans, LA 70148
504/286-5524 • 504/286-3950
E-mail: xxyee@uno.edu

William J. Miceli
Office of Naval Research
800 North Quincy Street
Arlington, VA 22217-5000
703/696-5752 • 703/696-1330 FAX

March 1996

SensorFusion
BelurV. Dasarathy
Dynetics, Inc.
P.O. Box Drawer B
Huntsville, AL 35814-5050
205/922-9230 ext. 355 • 205/922-9219 or
205/922-9260 FAX
E-mail: belur@dynetics.com

Manuscripts dueAug. 1, 1995

May 1996

Optical Engineering in Romama
Adrian Podoleanu
University of Kent at Canterbury
Physics Laboratory
Kent CT2 7NR
United Kingdom
0227 764000'0227 475423 FAX
E-mail: apll@ukc.ac.uk

Manuscripts due Sep. 1, 1995

June 1996

Electronic Holography
Chung J. Kuo
National Chung Cheng University
Department of Electrical Engineering
Chiayi, Taiwan 62107
886 5 272 0862 FAX
E-mail: kuo@ee.ccu.edu.tw

Manuscripts due Nov. 1, 1995

July 1996

Optical Security
Joseph L. Homer
Rome Laboratory
Department of the Air Force
Hanscom AFB, MA 01731
617/377-3841 •617/377-2836 FAX
E-mail: homer@eastlouex.rl.af.mil

Babram Javidi
University of Connecticut
Electrical and Systems Engineering Department
U-157, Room 312, Eng. III
260 Glenbrook Road
Storrs, CT 06269
203/486-2867 • 203/486-0318 FAX
E-mail: bahram@eng2.uconn.edu

Manuscripts due Dec. 1, 1995

August 1996

Applications of Neural Networks in Optics

Suganda Jutamulia
Kowa Company, Ltd.
100 Century Center Court
Suite 302
San Jose, CA 95112-4512
408/441-9300 • 408/441-0537 FAX

Francis T. S. Yu
The Pennsylvania State University
Electrical and Computer Engineering
Department
216 Electrical Engineering East
University Park, PA 16802
814/863-2989 • 814/865-7065 FAX
E-mail: dapece@engr.psu.edu

Toshimitsu Asakura
Hokkaido University
Research Institute for Electronic Science
Kita 12, Nishi-6
Kita-ku, Sapporo 060
Japan
81 11 7162111 ext. 2877 • 81 11 7583173 FAX

E-mail: asakura@hikari.hokudai.ac.jp
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