Editorial

The Rudolph Kingslake Medal and Prize was awarded
at SPIE's annual San Diego meeting in July at the
Wednesday evening banquet. This award is for the best
paper published in Optical Engineering during 1990.
All papers published in Volume 29 of the journal were
eligible for consideration by the awards committee.

In this editorial we who work on the journal would
like to congratulate the winners Paul R. Prucnal and
Philippe A. Perrier for their outstanding paper, "Self-
routing photonic switching with optically processed
control." This paper appeared in the March issue on
pages 170-182. Paul and Philippe are with the
Lightwave Communications Research Laboratory at
Princeton University.

The selection committee this year was chaired by
Bruce Steiner, and its members were James Burke,
Freeman Hall, and Satoshi Ishihara. They stated the
reason for this choice was that "this paper is a compre-

hensive and self-contained description of a new way to
route signals optically rather than electronically. We
anticipate that it will have a far-ranging impact. It is,
moreover, beautifully written."

This is the kind of paper that we all try to write, one
that is "beautifully written" and also has a "far-ranging
impact.”

Paul R. Prucnal and Philippe A. Perrier now have
their names added to the distinguished list of previous
winners.

Letme close with my own personal congratulations to
the winners for a really great paper. Having received
this award jointly with David Kay in 1977, 1 know what
a thrill it is to receive this honor. We will all look
forward to Prucnal and Perrier's future papers.
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