Edward R. Dougherty
Editor

EDITORIAL

We hope to make timely reviews a regu-
lar feature of JEI. It is easy for me to say
this, but the burden to make timely re-
views areality falls on the reviewers who
volunteer their time and expertise for the
success of the journal.

I have reviewed many papers for vari-
ous journals, and to be honest | am not
usually overjoyed when a long paper
with difficult mathematical arguments (the
kind | usually get) appears in my mail.
Yet like all of us actively engaged in
research, | recognize the importance of
the reviewing process and therefore try
to provide a sincere, detailed review
within a reasonable time frame. Often
this can take a couple of days of struggle
trying to understand the equations. But
I’'m aware of the frustration of having my
papers await a first review for over a
year, or longer—and of the frustration of
the journal editors who are handling the
papers. A year-long delay can date the
work in light of new work carried on over
the year. Or new work may end up being
published prior to the work on which it
was founded. Or the entire line of inves-
tigation might be seriously hindered or
stifled by interminable delay. Our re-
sponsibility as scientists is to not let this
happen.

Sometimes | enjoy reviewing a paper.
I've had the privilege of reviewing excel-
lent work and studying the impact of the
work on my area well before the appear-
ance of the paper in print. | recall giving
a review in which | strongly criticized the
style and presentation, but at the same
time gave my opinion that the paper was
the best of the year in morphological
image processing. Reviewing such a
paper is hard work, but in this case it was
well rewarded by the success of a young
researcher and the excellent research
that followed.

Butthere is no joy in reviewing a paper
in which one sees serious problems.
Nevertheless, recommending rejection
places a strong responsibility on the re-
viewer to support the rejection, and this
typically requires very careful reading.
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Evenwhen recommending rejection, one
should try to recommend ways to the
authors that the work might lead to some
good end.

In the middle, between acceptance
and rejection, lies a recommendation for
majorrevision. Here, too, there is respon-
sibility. A recommendation for a major
overhaul without clear suggestions may
leave the authors in a quandary. Had
they known the problem beforehand, they
likely would have fixed it prior to submis-
sion. Moreover, if my objections are met
in resubmission, | feel obligated to keep
my criticism in focus and not wander
about with new criticisms. Hence, the first
review had better have been complete.

What is the reward for all this effort?
Only that you are participating responsi-
bly in your profession to help to keep the
research process functioning and that
you are encouraging the beneficiaries of
your efforts to participate actively them-
selves in promoting a satisfactory review
process. You also have the appreciation
of journal editors and society staff who
could not function without your help.

On a separate matter, we have put alot
of emphasis on generating a number of
special sections in diverse areas of elec-
tronic imaging and hope to make this a
continuing feature of JEI. The first special
issue on digital document imaging will
appear in January 1996 and others will

- follow during subsequentissues. Special

sections supplement and enhance the
journal, but the mainstay of the journal is
and must continue to be regularly submit-
ted papers of high quality. Regular pa-
pers will not be delayed to make room for
special sections. When there is a special
section, the plan is that an issue will be
made up of regularly submitted papers
together with the special section. Should
the paper count increase, we plan to
increase the number of pages to accom-
modate the increase. We remain com-
mitted to a very fast turnaround once a
paper has been accepted—and with the
help of our reviewers the acceptance
process will not involve long delays.
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January 1996

Digital Document Imaging

Robert Haralick

University of Washington

Applied Physics Lab.

FT-10, Electrical Engineering Dept.
Seattle, WA 98195

206/685-4974 » 206/543-3842 FAX
E-mail: haralick @ptah.ee.washington.edu

Robert Loce

Xerox Corporation

Imaging Science Lab.

MS 147-15B

800 Phillips Road

Webster, NY 14580

716/422-7071 » 716/422-8548 FAX
E-mail: loce.wbst147 @xerox.com

This special section will cover image processing
topics that are relevant to creation, acquisition,
storage, transmission, recognition, analysis, and
rendering of digital documents. Specific topics of
interest are OCR, compression, document
structure analysis, digital magnification, resolution
conversion, enhancement, restoration, halftoning,
and color management.

April 1996

Multimedia Systems

Edward Delp

Purdue University

School of Electrical Engineering
1285 Electrical Engineering Building
West Lafayette, IN 47907-1285
317/494-1740 » 317/494-0880 FAX
E-mail: ace @ ecn.purdue.edu

Robert Stevenson

University of Notre Dame

Electrical Engineering Dept.

Lab. for Image and Signal Analysis
Notre Dame, IN 46556
219/631-8308 » 219/631-4393 FAX
E-mail: stevenson.1 @nd.edu

Manuscripts due Aug. 1, 1995

July 1996

Nonlinear Image Processing

Jaakko Astola

Tampere Univ. of Technology
Mathematical Sciences Dept.

Signal Processing Lab.

P.O. Box 553

Kanslerinkatu 12 C

Tampere

SF-33101 Finland

358 31 316 2923 « 358 31 316 1857 FAX
E-mail: jta@cs.tut.fi

Junior Barrera

Univ. de Sao Paulo

Instituto de Mathematica e Estatistica
CP 20570, Armando de Salles Oliveira
Rua do Matao 1010

Sao Paulo 01452-990

Brazil

55118325902 ¢ 55 11 814 4135 FAX
E-mail: jp@ime.usp.br

In the past decade, there has been significant
progress in nonlinear image processing
techniques. Not only have new methods been
developed, but deep connections have also been
found between the various nonlinear image
processing methods that have grown from
different origins. Our understanding of nonlinear
image processing techniques has evolved to the
level where rigorous design procedures based on
mathematical modeling of the target application
have become possible. The aim of this special
section is to present a comprehensive overview of
the recent advances in both the theory and
applications of nonlinear image processing.

Manuscripts due December 1, 1995.

October 1996
Real-Time Imaging

Alex Stoyenko

New Jersey Institute of Technology

Dept. of Computer and Information Science
Real-Time Computing Lab.

University Heights

Newark, NJ 07102-1982

201/596-5765 * 201/596-5777 FAX

E-mail: alex@vienna.njit.edu

Phillip Laplante

Burlington County College/New Jersey
Institute of Technology

Technology and Engineering Center

Mt. Laurel, NJ 08608

609/894-9311, x640 » 609/894-0183 FAX

E-mail: laplante @ njit.edu

Divyendu Sinha

CUNY/College of Staten Island
Computer Science Dept.

2800 Victory Blvd.

Staten Island, NY 10314-6609
718/982-2851 » 718/982-2856 FAX
E-mail: dsinha@csiunx.it.csi.cuny.edu

This special section will cover the application of
real-time imaging in the following technologies:
robotics, virtual reality, multimedia, medical
imaging, industrial inspection, high-definition
television, advanced simulators, computer-
integrated manufacturing, and intelligent vehicles.

Manuscripts due January 1, 1996.

January 1997

Random Models in Imaging

Jean Serra

Ecole Nationale des Mines de Paris
Centre de Morphologie Mathematique
35 rue Saint-Honore

Fontainebleau Cedex

F-77305 France

331646947 06331646947 07 FAX

Dominique Jeulin

Ecole Nationale des Mines de Paris
Centre de Geostatistique

35 rue Saint-Honore

Fontainebleau Cedex

F-77305 France

331646947 95331646947 05 FAX
E-mail: jeulin@cg.ensmp.fr

This special section will present recent advances
in random models in imaging. Papers are invited
for submission in the following areas: theory and
applications of random models to image
processing (coding, filtering, pattern recognition,
and segmentation), image analysis (including
model-based measurements), and simulations of
random fields.

Manuscripts due April 1, 1996.

April 1997

Image Coding

Murat Kunt

Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne
Departement d’Electricite

Laboratoire de Traitement des Signaux
CH-1015 Lausanne

Switzerland

+41 21 693 26 03 FAX

E-mail: kunt@epfl.ch

Rosa Lancini

CEFRIEL

Via Emanueli, 15

1-20126 Milano

Italy

+39-2-66100083 FAX
E-mail: rosa@mailer.cefriel.it

This special section aims at presenting new image
coding techniques for various applications, bit
rate, quality, and complexity. Novelty of the
approach and superiority of the performances will
be determinant.

Manuscripts due May 1, 1996.
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